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Education

2008-2014  PhD Biology
Florida International University

2004-2007  BS Marine Science
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Appointments

2018-present Instructional Assistant Professor
Texas A & M University at Galveston

2017-2018 Research Scientist
Sam Houston State University

2015-2017  Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Sam Houston State University
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Progress Series 447: 165-178
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CM, Rosenblatt AR, Vaudo JJ, Yeager LA, Post D, and Bearhops S. 2012. Applying stable
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3. Matich P, Heithaus MR, and Layman CA. 2011. Contrasting patterns of individual
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Book chapters and contributions

4. Kominoski J, Rehage J, Anderson B, Boecek R, Bricefio H, Bush M, Dreschel T, Heithaus M,
Jaffé R, Larsen L, Matich P, McVoy C, Rosenblatt A, and Troxler T. 2019. Chapter 4:
Ecosystem fragmentation and connectivity - Legacies and future implications of a restored
Everglades. In (Childers DL, Gaiser EE, and Ogden LA) The Coastal Everglades: The dynamics
of social-ecological transformation in the south Florida Landscape. Oxford University Press. P.
71-98.

3. Matich P. 2019. Sawfishes. In (Chapman BR, Lutterschmidt WI, eds.) Texas on the Brink:
Threatened and Endangered Animals. Texas A & M University Press. P. 220.

2. Matich P. 2019. Hammerhead Sharks. In (Chapman BR, Lutterschmidt WI, eds.) Texas on
the Brink: Threatened and Endangered Animals. Texas A & M University Press. P. 220.



1. Matich P. 2019. Caribbean Electric Ray. In (Chapman BR, Lutterschmidt WI, eds.) Texas on
the Brink: Threatened and Endangered Animals. Texas A & M University Press. P. 220.

Funding and awards

2017-2019  Role of environmental conditions and top down effects in shaping estuarine food
web structure in upper and mid-coastal estuaries of Texas
Matich, P, D Daugherty, C Gelpi, N Boyd, RID Wells, J Davis, R Easton
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
$96,067

2017-2019  Evaluating predictive capabilities of modeling sport fish “hot spots” along the
Texas coast
Wells, RJD, J Rooker, J Mohan, M Dance, P Matich, G Sutton
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
$99,964

2017 Assessing the importance of Codrington Lagoon as a nursery habitat for
Caribbean spiny lobsters (Panulirus argus) with genetic analysis
The Linnean Society of London
£660

2017 Assessing the importance of Codrington Lagoon as a nursery habitat for
Caribbean spiny lobsters (Panulirus argus) of the Antigua Platform through
genetic analysis
Waitt Institute
$8,820

2013-2014  Environmental and individual factors shaping the habitat use and trophic
interactions of juvenile bull sharks (Carcharhinus leucas) in a subtropical estuary
Florida International University
$16,600

2012-2013  Water quality monitoring of the Shark River Estuary
Rosenblatt, AE, MR Heithaus, P Matich
National Science Foundation

$4,500
2012 Niche width expansion of juvenile bull sharks in a coastal nursery
PADI Foundation
$5,300
2012 Resilience of juvenile bull shark movement behavior and trophic interactions after

an extreme weather event
Southeastern Environmental Research Center



$7,500

2012 Changes in habitat use and survival rates of juvenile bull sharks during recovery
after an extreme weather event
Zoo Miami Conservation and Research Fund
$3,000

2011 Elton Young Investigator
Journal of Animal Ecology
£250

Course Instruction

Texas A & M University at Galveston: 2018-present

BIOL 111:  Introductory Biology |
4-credit core course with teaching assistants for lab
Spring 2020

BIOL 112: Introductory Biology Il
4-credit core course with teaching assistants for lab
Fall 2018, Fall 2020, Spring 2022

MARB 300: Scientific Methods
3-credit required course with lab
Spring 2019, Fall 2019

MARB 303: Biostatistics
4-credit required course with teaching assistants for lab
Spring 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Fall 2021

MARB 320: Fisheries Techniques
4-credit required course with teaching assistants for lab
Fall 2021

MARB 403: Cetacean Behavior and Behavioral Ecology
3-credit elective course, writing intensive
Spring 2022

MARB 411: Elasmobranch Ecology
3-credit elective course
Fall 2021

MARB 426: Aquatic Animal Nutrition
3-credit elective course
Spring 2019



MARB 445: Marine Fisheries Management
3-credit required course, writing intensive
Fall 2018, Fall 2019, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Spring 2022

MARB 460: Fisheries Population Dynamics
4-credit required course with teaching assistants for lab
Spring 2020

MARB 482: Seminar in Marine Biology
1-credit required course
Fall 2019

Sam Houston State University: 2016-2018

BIOL 4374: Biostatistics (Co-instructor)
3-credit required course
Spring 2017

BIOL 5300: Professional Aspects of Science (Invited instructor)
3-credit required course
Fall 2017

Florida International University: 2008-2014
BSC 2010L: General Biology | Laboratory
1-credit required lab
Fall 2008; Head Teaching Assistant 2009-2013

BSC 2011L: General Biology Il Laboratory
1-credit required lab
Spring 2009; Head Teaching Assistant 2009-2013

Invited Lectures

2020 Studying shark behavior to improve management, conservation, and science.
TPWNDiscover Shark Week.

2019 MARB 303 — Building the Path
Texas A & M University at Galveston, First Year Experience Retreat

2018 Populations and bull sharks
Sam Houston State University, BIOL 5380

2018 Resource use, niche widths, and behavioral ecology.



2017

2017

2017

2015

2015

2014

2014

2012

2011

2010

Lamar University, Biology Seminar

What is an ecosystem?
Sam Houston State University, BIOL 5380

Scale and ecosystem services
Sam Houston State University, BIOL 5380

Transitions in theoretical ecology - from coasts to forests
Texas A & M University Galveston, Marine Biology Seminar Series

Individuality - Looking beyond the population
Sam Houston State University, Department of Biological Sciences Seminar Series

Niche width and ecological structure within and across organizational levels
Sam Houston State University, Department of Biological Sciences Seminar Series

Development and persistence of intraspecific variation among marine predators and its
ecological consequences in a changing world
Mote Marine Lab, Seminar Series

We’re not all the same: the drivers and potential consequences of intraspecific variability
in bull sharks, Carcharhinus leucas

Florida Gulf Coast University, Department of Marine and Ecological Sciences Lecture
Series

Producers
Florida International University, BSC 2010

Gymnosperms and Angiosperms
Florida International University, BSC 2010

Freshwater sharks?
Florida International University, Biology of South Florida

Student Mentorship

2021-present Erin Johnson

2021

MS Marine Biology, Committee member
Texas A & M University Galveston

Michael Wade
MS Data Science, Capstone advisor
Vanderbilt University



2020

Benjamin Marsaly
MS Marine Biology, Thesis placement advisor
Bordeaux Sciences Agro

2019-2021  Thomas Ingalls

2018

MS Marine Biology, Committee member
Nova Southeastern University

Emy Cottrant
MS Marine Biology and Oceanography, Thesis placement advisor
University of Aix-Marseille

2017-2020 Mallika Beach-Mehrotra

MS Biology, Thesis co-advisor
Sam Houston State University

2017-2019 Amanda Lofthus

2017

MS Biology, Thesis co-advisor
Sam Houston State University

Anne Filteau
MS Marine Biology, Thesis internship advisor
Northeastern University

Presentations

2022

2021

2020

2020

2019

Olin JA, Matich P, Junker JR, Bergeon Burns CM, Woltmann S, Bonisoli-Alquati A,
Taylor SS, Stouffer PC, Turner RE, Shipley ON. Potential fitness consequences of niche
variation in a generalist avian consumer.

Gulf of Mexico Conference

Garcia Barcia L, Clementi G, Gastrich K, Hagan V, Morris J, Moncrief-Cox H, Lorenzo
Y, Strickland B, Matich P, Chapman D, Heithaus M. Growth, habitat use and movement
patterns as drivers of mercury and methylmercury tissue concentrations of bull sharks.
Meeting of the American Elasmobranch Society

Marsaly B, Matich P. Interspecific variability in the trophic ecology of two co-habiting
apex predators in coastal Texas.
Meeting of the American Elasmobranch Society

Matich P. Studying shark behavior to improve management, conservation, and science.
TPWDiscover Shark Week.

Beach-Mehrotra M, Wozniak JR, Matich P. Factors influencing estuarine fish
communities in Espiritu Santo Bay, Texas.



2019

2019

2018

2018

2018

2018

2018

2018

2018

2018

2018

Coastal Estuarine Research Federation

Lofthus AJ, Wozniak JR, Matich P. Influence of predation risk and environmental
conditions on juvenile bull shark densities in two Texas estuaries.
Coastal Estuarine Research Federation

Lofthus AJ, Wozniak JR, Matich P. Environmental conditions influencing spatial
variability in predation risk to juvenile sharks.
Texas A & M University Ecological Integration Symposium

Beach-Mehrotra M, Matich P, Wozniak J. Influence of habitat heterogeneity on estuarine
fish communities in Espiritu Santo Bay, Texas.
Gulf Estuarine Research Society

Lofthus AJ, Matich P, Wozniak J. Factors influencing the nursery dynamics of juvenile
bull sharks (Carcharhinus leucas) in two Texas Estuaries.
Gulf Estuarine Research Society

Beach-Mehrotra M, Matich P. Influence of habitat on estuarine fish communities.
Southwestern Association of Naturalists

Cottrant E, Matich P. Using co-occurrence patterns to predict feeding habits of bull
sharks, Carcharhinus leucas, in San Antonio Bay, Texas, USA.
Southwestern Association of Naturalists

Lofthus A, Matich P. Factors influencing the nursery dynamics of juvenile bull sharks
(Carcharhinus leucas) along the Texas coast.
Southwestern Association of Naturalists

Matich P, Nowicki RJ, Davis J, Mohan JA, Plumlee JD, Strickland BA, TinHan TC,
Wells RID, Fisher M. Temporal shifts among juvenile bull sharks in the northwestern
Gulf of Mexico - insights into long-term geographic trends.

Southwestern Association of Naturalists

Beach-Mehrotra M, Matich P. Effects of habitat complexity on estuarine environments.
Texas A & M University Ecological Integration Symposium

Cottrant E, Matich P. Using co-occurrence patterns to predict feeding habits of bull
sharks, Carcharhinus leucas, in San Antonio Bay, Texas, USA.
Texas A & M University Ecological Integration Symposium

Lofthus A, Matich P. Effects of changing salinities on the estuarine nursery dynamics of
a coastal predator, Carcharhinus leucas.
Texas A & M University Ecological Integration Symposium



2017

2017

2017

2017

2017

2017

2013

2013

2012

2012

2012

Lofthus A, Matich P. Do rivers provide important nursery habitat for juvenile bull sharks
along the Texas coast?

Texas A & M University Corpus Christi Marine Science Graduate Student Organization
Research Forum

Davis J, Matich P, Gelpi C. Co-occurrence of coexistence of two estuarine predators in
Texas: bull sharks and alligator gars.
Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Matich P, Mohan JA, Plumlee JD, TinHan T, Wells RJD, and Fisher M. Factors shaping
the co-occurrence and concentrations of two juvenile shark species along the Texas Gulf
Coast.

Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Matich P, Kiszka JJ, Mourier J, Planes S, Heithaus MR. Species co-occurrence affects
the trophic interactions of two juvenile reef shark species in tropical lagoon nurseries in
Moorea (French Polynesia).

Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Plumlee JD, Dance KM, Matich P, Mohan JA, Richards TM, TinHan TC, Wells RJD.
Community structure of elasmobranchs in estuaries along the northwest Gulf of Mexico.
Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Strickland BA, Heithaus MR, Matich P, Rosenblatt AE, Gastrich K, Mazzotti FJ. Using
telemetry to elucidate the roles of estuarine predators and likely impacts of restoration
Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration Conference

Matich P, Boucek R, Bryan D, Harvey C, Heithaus MR, Rehage J, and Rosenblatt AE.
Individuals within a diverse predator guild serve as mobile links between disparate
habitats of a coastal estuary and adjacent marine waters

Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Does intraspecific competition shape the movements and
trophic ecology of a large estuarine predator?
Animal Behavior Society

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Resource pulses drive seasonal variability in bull shark
trophic ecology
World Congress of Herpetology

Heithaus MR, AR Rosenblatt, and Matich P. Predators of Shark River.
Opening of Ft Lauderdale Museum of Science and Discovery EcoDiscovery Center.

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Intraspecific variability in the roles of juvenile bull sharks in
a subtropical estuary.
Biology Research Symposium. Florida International University



2012

2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

2010

2010

2010

2009

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Recovery of the juvenile bull shark nursery in the Shark
River Estuary after the 2010 cold snhap
Florida Coastal Everglades LTER All Scientists Meeting

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Intraspecific variability in the roles of juvenile bull sharks in
a subtropical estuary
Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Ontogenetic Shift in the Habitat Use and Diet of Juvenile
Bull Sharks in a Coastal Estuary
Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Matich, P and Heithaus MR. Short-term behavioral and demographic effects of acute
temperature stress on juvenile bull sharks in the Shark River Estuary
Florida Coastal Everglades LTER All Scientists Meeting

Belicka L, Heithaus MR, Matich P, and Jaffe R. A coupled molecular and compound-
specific isotopic approach to understand food web dynamics and diet history of bull
sharks in the Florida Everglades

Florida Coastal Everglades LTER All Scientists Meeting

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Intraspecific variability in the roles of juvenile bull sharks in
a subtropical estuary
Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation

Matich P and Heithaus MR. Short-term behavioral and demographic effects of acute
temperature stress on juvenile bull sharks in the Shark River Estuary.
Biology Research Symposium. Florida International University

Matich P, Heithaus MR, and Layman CA. Contrasting patterns of individual
specialization in two marine apex predators
Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

Belicka LL, Jaffé R, Heithaus MR, Trexler J, Sokol ER, and Matich P. Application of
lipid biomarkers to understand food web dynamics along resource gradients in the
Everglades

Florida Coastal Everglades LTER All Scientists Meeting

Matich P, Heithaus MR, and Layman CA. Contrasting patterns of individual
specialization in two marine apex predators
Biology Research Symposium. Florida International University

Rosenblatt AE, Matich P, and Heithaus MR. Drivers of habitat use and trophic
interactions of large consumers in the Florida Coastal Everglades.
Florida Coastal Everglades LTER Quarterly Review



2007 Matich P, Douglass J, and Duffy JE. Migration rates of invertebrate grazers in
eelgrass (Zostera marina) beds: variation with species, time, and distance among
patches.

American Society of Limnology and Oceanography

Additional Service

2021-present

2020-2021

2019-present

2019-present

2019-present

2019-present

2019-2020

2019-2020

Faculty Advisor
Galveston Undergraduate Marine Biology Organization (GUMBO)
Texas A & M University at Galveston

Program Co-Chair
Common Reader Program
Texas A & M University at Galveston

Science Committee
Saving the Blue, 501(c)(3)
Miami, FL and Andros, Bahamas

Associate Editor
Marine and Coastal Fisheries: Dynamics, Management, and Ecosystem Science
American Fisheries Society

Leadership Team
Student Success Initiative
Texas A & M University at Galveston

Programming Committee
Transformative Teaching and Learning Conference
Texas A & M University

Teaching Committee
Student Success Initiative
Texas A & M University at Galveston

Evaluation Criteria Committee
Marine Biology Department
Texas A & M University at Galveston



